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had set out to do In England and Europe
accomplished,
On this account the whole of that decisive
period in English history should properly be
called " The Reign of the Cecils." It was they
who Introduced James I (just as they had Intro-
duced Elizabeth) to the throne; It was they who
guided and shepherded the nation into the new
paths.
Such was William Cecil; one of the greatest
and certainly one of the vilest of men that ever
lived. His work has outlived him and his associates
by many hundred years.